
Fall Seminar 2023
Diploma Years



Advanced 
Placement Support

• AP Classroom
• Log in with College Board Account
• Daily Videos
• Unit Progress Checks



Advanced Placement 
Support

• Marco Learning
• Free downloadable 

study packs
• Teacher assigned 

writing assignments 
with rubrics

• Student writing 
support (Individualized 
Feedback & Inline 
Comments)



Advanced Placement 
Support

• AlbertIO
• Log in via Clever
• Organized by unit
• Teacher assigned work 

or student 
independent practice

• Explanation of correct 
answers

• Explanation of 
distractors



The Diploma Years:
Approaches to Teaching and Learning

View yourself as a college student

Bring your best game every day

• Theoretical understanding to analyze and evaluate
• Deep knowledge to put forth and debate assertions
• Explain richly from divergent viewpoints

Approaches to Teaching and Learning



The Diploma 
Years:
Approaches 
to Teaching 
and 
Learning

Study for depth of 
understanding and connections 
among concepts that may not 
immediately appear related

Each course is vital – You cannot 
sacrifice one for another

Managing your time is critical.  
Use a calendar and have a plan 
for all assignments and 
assessments



Research from the IB

IB CAS RESEARCH IB RESEARCH ON STUDENT 
OUTCOMES

https://www.pcsb.org/cms/lib/FL01903687/Centricity/Domain/2908/IB%20CAS%20Research.pdf
https://www.pcsb.org/cms/lib/FL01903687/Centricity/Domain/2908/IB%20Research%20on%20Student%20Outcomes%20Postsecondary.pdf


Important 
Dates: Check 
Website ABC 
Calendar



Earning the IB 
Diploma

Palm Harbor University High School



Learning Goal

What are the 
regulations and score 
requirements for me to 
earn the IB Diploma?



What elements make up the Diploma 
calculation?

What is the score scale for IB courses?

What is the score scale for EE & TOK?

What’s the score in an IB course that puts a 
person out of the running for the Diploma?

What’s the score EE or TOK that puts a person 
out of the running for the Diploma?

What do you 
know?



• All course and point 
requirements PLUS

• You cannot earn the    
IB Diploma without

Theory of Knowledge
Extended Essay

CAS
Creativity-Activity-Service

These are also graduation requirements!

Earning the IB Diploma: 
Elements 



TOK Exhibition & Paper
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EE / TOK Matrix Bonus

(Source: IBO, Simplifying the Diploma Requirements 2014)



Student 1



Student 1

Solution: IB Diploma



Student 2



Student 2

Solution: IB Subject Area 
Certificate (Failing Condition)



Student 3



Student 3

Solution: IB Diploma



Student 4



Student 4

Solution: IB Diploma



Student 5



Student 5

Solution: IB Subject Area Certificate    
(CAS Not Met)



Student 6



Student 6

Solution: IB Subject Area Certificate    
(<24 points    N for TOK   Score of 1)



What about 
your student? 

Help them 
predict…



Junior 
Timeline

• August-September: prep 
for PSAT

• Explore college websites

• October: Take PSAT

• Attend college info 
sessions

• November-
December: Investigate 
scholarships

• Sign up for SAT/ACT

• Study for SAT

• Investigate financial aid

• January-February: begin 
application for military 
service academies

• March: In-school SAT

• March-April-May: Schedule 
college visits during spring 
break

• Continue to investigate 
scholarships

• Continue to research 
colleges

• Ask teachers for letters of 
recommendation (one or 
two)

• Summer between Junior and 
Senior Years: Explore/research 
colleges of interest online/visit

• Narrow your list of 
colleges according to "fit"

• Write a rough draft of your 
Common Application 
essay

• Research financial aid



College 
Research -
Where do 
They want 

to go?

NAVIANCE!

Florida Shines - www.floridashines.org

Big Future Collegeboard -
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org 

eCampus Tours - ecampustours.com

Admittedly - admitted.ly

Cappex - cappex.com 

Chegg - chegg.com 

College Raptor- collegeraptor.com

Is this college a good fit for 
me?

Do they have my major?

SAT?

ACT?

GPA?

LOCATION?

Is the price tag realistic?

What is their 4 year 
graduation rate?

What is their avg freshman 
retention rate?

Are there options for study 
abroad?

Are their students 
employed upon 
graduation?



College Application Process

Apply directly through the 
college/university website

Common Application -
commonapp.org

Naviance – HAVE TO 
CONNECT TO COMMON APP

Coalition Application -
coalitionforcollegeaccess.org

Universal College Application -
universalcollegeapp.com

• SendEDU

• Military

• Trade

• Transcripts

• Letters of Recommendation -
who to pick

• SSAR

• Deadlines



IB Resource 
to research 

colleges and 
the IB

https://recognition.ibo.org





Naviance

Search for Best Fit Colleges using 
SuperMatch

Request Counselor 
Recommendations/School Report

Request Transcripts

Request Letters of Recommendations 
from Instructors

Track application documents for all 
applications



PSAT

Why Take the PSAT/NMSQT?

See your progress over every 
PSAT you have taken and track 

your improvement. 

Your SCORE REPORT will give 
details on each question and 

answer. Show how you did, give 
the right and wrong answers 

and why.

The SCORE REPORT will also 
provide insight into strengths 

and weaknesses. 

CAREERS: Explore careers that 
you're passionate about on 

BigFuture by taking the Career 
Quiz and learning how your test 

performance aligns to 1,000 
occupations with our career 

readiness indicator.

COLLEGES: Search over 3,000 
college profiles on BigFuture to 

discover which colleges and 
programs are right for you. 

Filter by location, major, and 
more.

SCHOLARSHIPS: Use your 
scores to access scholarships 
from BigFuture Scholarships, 

and thousands of others.

SAT PRACTICE: Send your 
scores to Khan Academy® for a 
free, personalized SAT practice 
plan based on your test results.

AP POTENTIAL: See which 
courses are offered at your 

school and which classes match 
a future major that may interest 

you.

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/career-search/career-quiz
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/bigfuture-scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat?utm_source=cbcta-ssrhp&utm_medium=cb418-cb&utm_campaign=practice


Preparing for 
the NMSQT

National 
Merit 

Scholarship 
Qualifying 

Test

October 5th 
and 6th

Qualifies you 
for scholarships 
and recognition 

for college 
applications



SAT –
collegeboard.org

2 sections Critical Reading & 
Writing

Math

Scoring - range 200-
800
• 800 max
• total is 1600

Fee Waiver Superscoring



ACT –
act.org

4 sections English, Math, 
Reading, Science

Scoring - Range 
1-36

Each section gets 
scored

Composite = all 
sections averaged 

together

Super scoring Fee Waiver



Miscellaneous info
College days

Remind

Emails – Weekly updates

Website, usernames, passwords

Social Media Footprint

College Visits at PHU



SEPTEMBER 
COLLEGE 

VISITS

University of 
Chicago

• Thursday, 
September 
7th

• 2nd lunch in 
the TA

Valdosta State 
University

• Thursday, 
September 
14th

• Both lunches 
in the TA

Troy University

• Monday, 
September 
18th

• 1st lunch in 
the TA

University of 
Miami

• Tuesday, 
September 
19th

• 1st lunch in 
the TA



October College Visits

• Tuesday, October 3rd – University of Florida – 2nd lunch in the TA

• Wednesday, October 4 – Emory University – 2nd lunch in the TA

• Thursday, October 5th - University of Alabama Birmingham – 2nd lunch in 
the TA

• Friday, October 6th - American University – 2nd lunch in the TA

• Friday, October 13th – Furman University – 2nd lunch in the TA

• Tuesday, October 17th – University of Colorado – both lunches in the TA



BRIGHT 
FUTURES
Floridastudentfinancialaid.org

Application opens October 1st and ends at 
graduation



BRIGHT FUTURE SCHOLARSHIPS

FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP

• 3.5 GPA

• 29 ACT

• 1340 SAT

• 100 Hours

FLORIDA MEDIALLION SCHOLARSHIP

• 3.0 GPA

• 25 ACT

• 1210 SAT

• 75 hours



IB Diploma

Bright 
Futures 

Academic 
Scholarship





Junior College 
Application Summer 

Camp
June 3rd & 4th

**subject to change



Coffee or Tea 
with 

Mrs. S-T

Senior Parents –
Friday, September 22 
7:30-8:15 am

Freshman - Junior Parents –
Friday, September 29 
7:30-8:15 am

SAVE

THE

DATE



Freshman – Junior Parent Topics
• What to expect in IB
• How to help them have a successful 

year
• BALANCE

– Study
– Activities
– Sleep

• Q&A

• https://forms.office.com/r/b7DpH9NftT

Freshman - Junior Parents –
Friday, September 29 
7:30-8:15 am



Coffee or Tea 
with 

Mrs. S-T

Next meeting dates are 
for parents of all grade 
levels

• December 1st – 7:30 – 8:15 am

• February 9th – 7:30 – 8:15 am

• April 19th – 7:30 – 8:15 am

SAVE

THE

DATE



Creativity-Activity-
Service

No logs this year!  
However, students MUST 
update Managebac by the 
end of each month

Theory of Knowledge

Extended Essay  

The IB Core
Is your student 

on track? 

Final drafts and Viva Voce 
(last meeting with advisor) 
should have been turned 
in/completed in Managebac.

This year students will 
have an exhibition in 
March! 

Click to add text



The IB Core - TOK

An interdisciplinary course that examines the nature of knowledge 
and the human capacity for thought and understanding

Critical is questioning how one knows what one claims to know; 
how does one properly justify that which is believed true

Students challenge their own held notions and underlying 
(unquestioned) assumptions

Address knowledge issues (AOKs)



The IB Core - TOK

TOK Exhibition – assesses 
the ability of the student to 
show how TOK manifests in 

the world around us. 
Completed Junior Year

TOK Essay – students 
explore TOK in one of the 
six given titles. Completed 

Senior Year

TOK assessments are 
neither an essay nor a 

report on a topic. Students 
must deeply examine the 
“Knowledge Questions.”



The IB Core – CAS
This covers the Bright Future’s Requirments for IB students

Creativity-Activity-
Service Planned (approved)

Activities carried 
out continuously 

over time (18 
months)

Documented; 
evidence

Signed off by an 
objective adult 

supervisor

Required 
Interviews: 

Fall/Spring Junior 
and Senior year

Final review by IB 
CAS Coordinator

Four CAS Board 
Experiences by the 
end of senior year –
Diversify Portfolio



The IB Core - EE

Academic Research in chosen area. Students submit top three choices.

Independent Investigation carried out at home or in school lab (biology)

Reasoned examination of an intellectual nature in which established sources of 
academic merit are assessed and applied in the creation of authentic writing

Advisors have three meetings with students. Heavy focus in Q4 on EE. Due 1st day 
of Senior year. Done at this time due to college applications.



The IB Core – EE
The aims of the extended essay are for students to: 

(Source: IBO, Extended Essay Guide First Examinations 2018)

Engage in

engage in 
independent 
research with 
intellectual initiative 
and rigour 

Develop

develop research, 
thinking, self-
management and 
communication 
skills 

Reflect on

reflect on what has 
been learned 
throughout the 
research and writing 
process. 



Critical Concept

• CAS
• TOK
• EE 
• DP Courses

• These are an integrated whole in 
developing ourselves with the 
attributes of the IB Learner Profile
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